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Brewer Tax Rate May Rise 17%
but Services Could Suffer
BREW ER — W hile City
Manager Harold Parks’ proposed
1987 budget calls for an increase of
$3.86 in Brewer's property tax
rate, many city services are still go
ing to be left without money.
Much of the proposed tax in
crease, which would bring the
city’s property tax rate from
$22.75 per $1,000 to $26.61 —
nearly a 17 percent jump — is caus
ed by the reduction and phasing out
of the General Revenue Sharing
Program; the reduction in the
federally funded Community
Development Program; a six per
cent negotiated salary increase for
Brewer school teachers; and the
cost of state mandated education re
quirements the Brewer School
Department must implement by
August 1.
According to Parks, these in
creases coupled with the loss of
federal funds account for more than
three quarters of the city's budget
increase. Parks said these items are
out of the city's control. This
means, in effect, that only 23 per
cent of the city budget can be
scrutinized for possible reductions
if councilors wish to reduce the tax
rate: the rest is untouchable.
Because of this, the city's “ gross
budget,’’ one that only takes into
account municipal expenditures, is
actually smaller than last year’s by
$146,984. But due to the reduction
in federal assistance and increase in
expenses such as county taxes, even
with the budget Parks has recom
mended the municipal portion of
the property tax rate will still in
crease by $1.32. Without the
budget cuts.he has recommended,
Parks says the municipal tax in
crease would be $2.52.
What this means for Brewer pro
perty owners is another increase in
their tax rates. For example, a

$40,000 property will have its tax
increased from $910.00 in 1986 to
$1064.40 in 1987.
Although the Brewer City Coun
cil will not approve the budget for
at least two more weeks, many
Brewer residents have begun

C ity C o u n cilo r L arry
D ou ghty: “ T h e r e ’s a lot
o f fat in the b u d g et, I
th in k , an d i t ’s th e c o u n 
c il ’s jo b to pare it o u t .’’

mobilizing against the proposed tax
increase. A petition started in
Mac's Market in South Brewer has
gathered 98 signatures in four days.
The petition calls for residents to
support City Councilor Larry
Doughty’s efforts to prevent a tax
increase.
D o u g h ty , who has been
outspoken in opposing a tax in
crease, said he will be looking for
cuts of more than $200,000 in the
municipal budget, including
eliminating proposed salary in
creases for city department heads.
“ There’s a lot of fat in the budget, I
think.’’ Doughty said, “ And it’s
the council’s job to pare it out.’’
Doughty said he is also going to
be looking for more cuts in the
school budget, especially in
athletics. As for the state education
mandate which accounts for
$84,125 of the school department’s
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budget increase, Doughty said the
city should “ send it back to the
state.
“ If the state sends us a mandate,
they should send money with it. We
may end up in court over this,’’ he
said.

a 25

One of the petition signers,
Merle Hutchins of South Main
Street, said his taxes may increase
by $200 if the present budget is ap
proved; because he’s retired he
may have to move out of Brewer
because he can’t afford the in
crease. “ We don't need an in
crease,” Hutchins said,“ There are
a lot of little things and a lot of big

things that can be cut. One of them
is the development director, Donna
Thornton. Her job should be done
by the city manager.”
While many residents are ada
mant about freezing property taxes,
some city department heads insist
that without revenue to replenish
depleted or non-existent equipment
replacement and reserve accounts,
the city will face major problems in
the future in many basic services;
including, street paving and repair,
sewer line replacement, closing out
the city landfill, and motor vehicle
replacement.
Parks told city councilors at the
May 21 budget work session that
the cost of capping and closing the
city landfill may exceed one million
dollars, yet there is only $42,736 in
the landfill reserve account and no
additional money is being budgeted
for it in the coming year. Parks said
the city has yet to draw up a plan
for doing this and once one is com
pleted, it must be approved by the
State Department of Environmental
Protection before it can be im
plemented. Parks noted that the
state will not contribute any money
toward this and since the city is not
setting aside money for it, it will
probably have to be funded through
a bond issue.

Mary Fessenden,

her teacher, Sarah Easier, and Senator Bill Cohen.

Brewer Student Receives EPA Award
Mary Fessenden, a sixth-grade
student at the Brewer Middle
School, received an ecology award
on Friday, May 23. The plaque was
presented to her by Senator Bill
Cohen.
Students from throughout Maine,
their teachers, and their parents

were on hand at Peakes Auditorium
to recognize the finalists and win
ners in the United States En
vironmental Protection Agency’s
Elementary Education Ecology
Poetry and Poster Contest. This is
the fourteenth year of the program
in New England and the largest en

vironmental program in the nation.
Over 1 million children have par
ticipated in the program over the
last fourteen years. This year,
100,000 students from across New
England designed posters and
wrote poetry to promote protection
of the environment.

State Education Mandate Bites Down on Local Schools
The passage of the 1984 Educa
tion Reform Act by the Maine State
Legislature has been both a curse
and a blessing for Maine com
munities: a blessing for those who
favor higher quality education and a
curse for cities and towns that must
find the funds in their budgets to
pay for the extra teachers, materials
and time to implement the reform
act’s many sections.
The effect of the state mandate
has been acutely felt in Brewer and
Orrington. In Brewer $84,125 of
the school department’s budget in
crease is directly attributable to the
costs of implementing the reform
act. In Orrington, school committee
members are trying to decide how
to provide the required guidance
counseling services in Kindergarten
through grade eight that the act re
quires.
Included in the act are a required
Maine studies course, computer
literacy requirements, “ hands on”
science curriculum, and a half
credit health education course. In
a ddi t i on, the act r equi res
student/teacher ratios to not exceed
25:1 in the elementary grades and
30:1 in the secondary grades. In

Brewer, this requirement will
necessitate the hiring of an addi
tional second grade teacher at a cost
of $22,000. The deadline for com
pliance with these requirements is
August 1, 1986. which gives school
departments only this summer to
bring their systems into compliance
with the law.
Brewer School Superintendent
Perry Jordan said that the city's
schools were not hit too hard by the
mandate beeause the department
has been in the process of im
plementing many of the mandate’s
requirements over the past several
years. Perry said Brewer was “ not
as far behind the eight ball” as
many other communities. “ The
mandate package on the whole will
be good for the kids." Perry said.
“We weren’t shocked by it; in fact,
many of its requirements neatly
dovetail with our ongoing pro
grams .
Although Jordan is optimistic
about the mandate’s effect on
Brewer’s school system, members
of the Brewer City Council aren’t
as pleased with both the mandate’s
cost to the city and the fact that they
have no control over that portion of

Brewer Conservation Commission
BREWER - The Brewer Conserva
tion Commission voted unanimous
ly Thursday night to ask the city
council for $4,445.32 to eliminate a
safety hazard at Indian Trail Park
on N. Main Street.
The commission, which held its
meeting at the grassy park
overlooking the Penobscot River is
also asking area businesses to
donate $300.00 each to equip the
park with “ theft proof” picnic
tables at no cost to the city.
The safety hazard is at the bottom
of the park’s sledding hill and con
sists of a narrow drainage brook
and a large rotted tree stump just
behind it. Larez said children in
the past have been seriously hurt
after their sleds hit the stump or the
brook. The money the commission
wants would pay for culverting the
brook, removing the stump and two
manhole covers in the area and
grading the bottom of the hill to
form a 60 foot diameter ‘dish’ that
will allow sleds to come to a
gradual stop.
Larez said that while he is con
cerned about possible liability suits,
his real concern. is simply that a
child could get hurt with the hill in
its present condition.

The commission did not decide
when it would ask the city council
for the money to fix the hill, but
Larez said it is something that must
be done: ‘‘If we can’t get the money
to culvert the brook and remove the
safety hazard, we’ll have to put bar
riers around the hill to prevent its
use.”
o
Commission member Harry
Leslie said six area businesses have
pledged money to buy picnic tables.
The commission is hoping for 12
tables and is sending out a letter to
area businesses to solicit donations.
The letter states that if enough
donations are received, some of the
tables would be placed at the
Brew'er Swtmmming pool.
The following businesses have
pledged $300 for the purchase of
theft proof picnic tables: Hamel
Fuels, Bangor Savings Bank,
Brewer Kiwanis Club, Taylor Ren
tal, Grant’s Disposal, Dearborn,
Ferris & Willey, and Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Leslie.
Larez also announced that the
conservation commission will be
holding a July 3 concert at Indian
Trail Park featuring the Brewer
Hometown Band.

the city budget. At the May 21
budget work session, Councilor
Jerry Hudson had a message for
Brewer taxpayers: “ Residents
should tell their legislators that, if
they pass these mandates, they
should also provide the money for
them.”
While councilors at the budget
work session attempted to find soft
spots in the school department, Jor
dan used the issue of the state man
date to defend the department’s past
spending record. “ We would have
been hit a lot worse if we hadn't
been working for five years im
proving the school system.”
Although many of the mandate’s
requirements, such as establishing
specific programs for gifted and
talented students, are concrete and
specific, some of the mandate’s
sections are fuzzy both in how they
will be implemented and their
desired objectives. One section
states that elementary schools must
provide a minimum of one half
hour instruction per week in the
“ principles of morality, justice,
and patriotism.” Jordan said this
requirement would probably be in

stituted in the social studies and
health education curricula. Jordan
said his assumption is that this sec
tion w'as pul in the reform act to
counter “ disrespect” for those
values in students. However, Jor
dan questioned whether the schools
were the proper place to teach
students respect for morals and
their country.
“ I’m not sure you can mandate
those things. It's something that
probably should be done in the
home,” he said.
In Orrington, school committee
members have also had to deal with
the requirements of the state educa
tion mandate, in particular a section
requiring that guidance and
counseling services shall be
available for Kindergarten through
grade 12. Currently, Orrington has
guidance counseling for grades
9-12 only. At the May 20 school
committee meeting, a motion to
hire a guidance counselor for
Kindergarten through grade 8 was
turned down. The matter was tabl
ed until the committee's next
meeting on June 10.
Assistant Superintendent Vernard Crockett told committee

members that, because o f the man
date, they had until August 1 to
provide guidance counseling.
Crockett noted that the wording of
the mandate does not specify the
nature of guidance and counseling
“ services.” Crockett said the town
could hire a part-time guidance
counselor but there are very few
available: “ We’re in a mandated
program but the personnel just
aren’t there,” he said.
Committee member Ronald
Clough questioned whether a full
time guidance counselor would
spend more time doing paperwork
than talking to students. If so, he
said, this would necessitate hiring a
secretary to do the paperwork.
Committee member Ralph Brier
said that in his experience, a
guidance counselor only spends
about 10 percent of their time doing
paperwork.
Crockett told the board that while
some sections of the reform man
date are being challenged in public
hearings, he didn't think the
guidance counseling requirement
would be removed.

Construction Putting Pressure on Local Business
BREWER — Dave Deacon,
owner of the Taco Stand on South
Main Street, is having a difficult
time seeing the positive side of the
on-going construction in front of
his store. He blames the business
for a sharp drop in his income.
Unless business returns to normal
levels, Deacon said he may “ lose
everything.” The construction ef
fort is aimed at installing brick
sidewalks and improving drainage
along South Main Street.
“ I normally do between $350
and $300 worth of business on a
Thursday. Last Thursday I took in
$74.” Deacon has been operating
from his present location for more
than a year. When he purchased the
business outright last January, he
had no idea of the forthcoming con
struction. “ I found out about it
from my next-door neighbor.”
Deacon said he has complained to
the city manager with little luck. He
hopes a change in operating hours
will and possibly adding a delivery
service can take up the slack caused
by the construction.
“ A lot of the businesses around
here are also seeing their businesses
drop off,” Deacon says. The con
struction has dramatically slowed

Dave and Debbie Deacon, owners o f The Taco Stand on South Main
St. in Brewer.
traffic, making it less convenient to
visit area businesses. The streets
are not scheduled to be paved until

October, leaving the road’s dusty
surface exposed for the busy sum
mer season.
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Small Claims Court

Sewer Rates to Increase 19c: p r o f il e
System’s Future in Doubt
Captain Larry Willis

Captain
Charles
Shuman

BREWER — While “ saving money
for a rainy day” is usually what
parents tell their kids to do with the
pennies in their lint-filled pockets,
it is also the message Brewer City
Manager Harold Parks is giving to
the city council. Every time it
rains, more water seeps through the
city’s miles of aged, cracking sewer
pipes and ends up being processed
at the city’s wastewater treatment
plant.

Captain Charles Shuman first
became a member of the Brewer
Police Department in 1958. Initial
ly a patrolman, he has been captain
for four years. He also serves as
deputy chief of the department.
Active in the field of law enforce
ment on a state-wide level. Captain
Shuman has taught at the Maine
Criminal Justice Academy in
Waterville. His specialties are sex
crime investigation and supervisorsubordinate relationships.
He
serves on the board of directors of
the Brewer Kiwanis Club and has
been head of the Police Atheletic
League. He is also co-founder of
the Blue Knights Law Enforcement
Motorcycle Club and served as the
first international president of that
organization. He also plays first
base on the City of Brewer Softball
Team.

However, deteriorating sewer
lines are only one of many pro
blems in the city’s water treatment
system. The Brewer waste water
treatment plant is eleven years old
and has a life expectancy of 20
years. Eventually a new one will
have to be built and until then, ma
jo r equipm ent rep a irs and
replacements can be expected
along the way. Unlike many other
area cities and towns, Brewer has
no program for building up a
reserve fund to pay for these ex
penses.
In the city manager’s budget
message, Harold Parks cites the ci
ty’s water treatment system as one
thing that desperately needs atten
tion and money but is consistently
denied funding by the city council.
He writes:
“ The city must accept the fact
that its treatment plant and pumping
stations, built at an expense of $7.5
million in 1975, are steadily
deteriorating and becoming ob
solete. Major reinvestments will
have to be made in this facility
every year and cannot be postponed
until some time in the future. The
city should be setting aside over
$100,000 each year to prepare itself
to finance what will be major ex
penditures in the coming years as
well as routine replacement of
equipment that wears out and
fails.”
In the proposed 1987 Brewer
budget, sewer user fees are to be in
creased 19c from $1.25 to $1.44
per 100 cubic feet. However, none
of. this increase will be set aside for
the future. In fact, 7C of the in
crease is just to prevent a deficit in
the plant’s budget while the other
12c is to allow a safety cushion in
case user fees are not paid on time.
Unlike Brewer, other area com
munities, such as Hampden and
Old Town have established sizeable
reserve funds for repairing and
replacing components of their
wastewater treatment systems. In
both communities a certain portion
of each user’s bill goes into a fund
to upgrade the system. While their
users pay more for the service, the
systems have a ready supply of
money to keep them going.
In Old Town, for instance, 59c of
the $1.67 per 100 cubic feet sewer
rate is dedicated to the city’s
replacement reserve, which now
amounts to over $700,000. Treat
ment Plant superintendent Gary
Stetson said the fund is used for
“ any unexpected major repair of
pump motors, gear boxes, etc.”
In Hampden, users pay $1.85 per
100 cubic feet and are charged a
“capital fee” of $11.25 per $3,000

cubic foot “ block” of water they
have treated. Hampden’s waste
water is treated at Bangor but the
town has developed its own reserve
fund to which users contribute
$20,000 per year. The fund is used
to replace old, existing sewer lines,
line repair, and building of new
lines.
The Bangor Water Treatment
Plant is currently undergoing a rate
study to determine how much user
fees will have to be increased to
develop a viable reserve for capital
replacement and repair. Tom Hambrock, assistant superintendent of
the plant, said many of Bangor’s
sewer lines, especially in the
downtown area, are made of brick
and are over a century old and are
in need of replacement. “ Because
of new federal effluent standards,
our system will have to be upgraded
and this will cost money. Brewer’s
plant was built much later than ours
and doesn’t have this problem,” he
said. Currently Bangor’s user fees
are quite low: 30c for heavy users
and 70c for light users. Hambrock
said that when the rate study is
completed, these rates will most
likely go up. “ We will be hit with
something,” he said.
Although strict preventive
maintenance and energy conserva
tion programs at the Brewer plant
have helped user fees from rising
more than they have, plant
Superintendent Michael Taylor in
sists money will have to be set aside
for the future. Taylor said while
other communities build up a
reserve, “ We budget $14,500 each
year and spend it that year.” Cur
rently, there is only enough money
in Brewer’s reserve to replace one
of the city’s eight pumping stations.
Taylor pointed out that the interest
alone from Old Town’s reserve
fund is over $50,000 a year.
“ They're paying higher sewer
rates but it’s enough to replace their
pumping stations,” he said.
Like most other area com
munities, Brewer’s sewer lines are
aged and deteriorating. Most of
them are clay and some are nearing
a century old. With age the clay
cracks, allowing ground water to
seep into the pipes. This water,
along with all the waste water from
Brewer residences and businesses,
ends up at the treatment plant where
it is treated whether it needs it or
not. In short, the plant is treating
rainwater for pollutants and Nature
doesn’t have to pay sewer fees.
Michael Taylor said the plant is
running to near capacity, and some
of it, he believes, is rainwater
seepage. “ We’re treating water
that doesn’t need to be treated,” he
said.
Only $2,000 was budgeted for
sewer line repairs in 1986, Harold
Parks has budgeted $20,000 for
1987. Parks said the reasoning for
the increase was that last year the
treatment plant had to borrow
$18,000 from the Public Works
Department to repair collapsing
sewer lines. “ Two thousand dollars
for these repairs is totally
ridiculous,” Parks said.
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Captain Larry Willis is the public
education officer at the Brewer Fire
Department. His fire prevention
and safety programs are designed
specifically for the local school
system, including day care centers.
The program for students from
Kindergarten through the sixth
grade is comparable to the national
“ Learn Not to Burn” program. It
consists of a series of lessons,
beginning with basic notions (such
as stop, drop, and roll); and con
tinues on to more advanced instruc
tion (such as the proper operation
of a fire extinguisher).
Last year Brewer High School
was awarded a grant to provide a
fire awareness program, “ Fire
Safety for the Rest of Your Life,"
for its student body. This program
is also a series of lessons which
focuses on a particular subject or fire
hazard. The program is presented
initially by Captain Willis and is
then taught by the students' own
teachers. The high school students
have the opportunity to indicate
what subjects are of particular in-

terest to them. After a session at
the high school on May 5, Captain
Willis found that top priorities
among high school students are:
personal protection from smoke;
personal protection from fire; ar
son; and the fire service.
Captain Willis works as both the
public education officer and as shift
officer. He says, “ I have to worry
most about teaching these kids how
to protect themselves. My ability
to do that in terms of hours has been
cut over 50 percent. Captain Teb
betts and I now have to cover 12
more hours per week on the
average as shift officers. That’s a
big cut. I'm concerned first about
my ability to carry out the public
education programs; and secondly
about the quality of the programs.”
Captain Willis has been with the
Brewer Fire Department for three
years. Originally from the Gorham
area, he and his wife, Brenda, live
in Brewer.
They have two
children, Troy and Tanya, and
Brenda is a substitute teacher at the
elementary school level.

Captain iMrry Willis with members of Norman Peters' Head Start
Class at the State Street School in Brewer.

C aptain S h u m a n 's w ife,
Christine, works for New England
Telephone. The couple has three
grown children and became grand
parents for the first time six months
ago. Says Captain Shuman, “ My
job is exciting and the City of
Brewer has been great to me. I owe
a lot to my job and the people I
work with.”

Sergeant
John Page
“ The biggest thing for me about
my job is the decision-making,"
says Police Sergeant John Page.
“ You have to live with it. People’s
lives may depend on it.” Sergeant
Page has been a member of the
Brewer Police Department for 13
years. Most of the time that he’s on
duty he spends out of the station, on
patrol and responding to calls.
As a patrol sergeant, it is his
responsibility to see that the orders
of the captain and chief are carried
out. “ I’m the first one who has to
be held accountable for the actions
of the patrol officers,” says
Sergeant Page. “ When the chief
and deputy chief are out, one of
them is always on-call, but it’s the
sargeants who are on-duty.”
Sergeant Page lives in Hermon
with his wife, Nancy, who works
for the Russell Patten Insurance

All American
Buckle Up Week

Sargeant John Page
Company. The couple has three
children: Julie, Tara, and John, Jr.
When he’s not on duty, Sergeant
Page enjoys hunting and fishing.

Captain Ronald Tebbetts
“ I’m concerned about the reduc
tion of staff,” says Fire Depart
ment Captain Ronald Tebbetts.
“ We’re understaffed during the
week when we're most vulnerable.
It affects morale which, overall,
isn't as good as it has been. We're
a small group here and anything
that affects one of us affects us all.
We feel that we provide a vital ser
vice, but I think some people think
of us instead as a necessary evil.’
Captain Tebbetts is the fire in
spection officer for the department.
“ I ’m empowered to enforce the
fire department code of the city.”
Preferably twice a year. Captain
T eb b etts inspects all area
businesses, food establishments,
and nightspots for fire code comformance. He inspects new con
struction and also responds to ques
tions and complaints. He says,
“ We have a lot of low quality hous
ing in the area. The codes are only
established minimums for life safe-

ty. There are a lot of things you'd
also like to correct, but that’s not
always possible.”
According to Captain Tebbetts,
fire codes are historically the result
of tragedies: “ We've had to kill
people to get fire codes established
in this country.” He stresses the
importance of adequate regulations
which are fair and impartial.
Captain Tebbetts has been with
the Brewer Fire Department since
June 1984. Prior to that he was a
forestry instructor at the University
of Maine at Orono. “ I’ve been a
call man (a fire-fighter who works
on an on-call basis) since 1978, so
I've been affiliated with the Brewer
Fire Department for quite a
while.” He says that he left UMO
because his position there had
become “ too comfortable,” that he
needed a challenge and a new direc
tion .
Captin Tebbetts is married and
has three children: Erin, age 7, and

Don’t Miss Our Next Issue!!!
Welcome “ B r e w e r R egister ”

COWAN'S SERVICE STATION, INC.
Automotive Service & Repair

prices on
second quality Paddles, Oars
and Canoe Part and

Featuring

2-year old twins Elise and Lauren.
His wife, Nancy, works in Educa
tional Services at Eastern Maine
Medical Center.
Due to the reduction in personnel
at the department. Captain Tebbetts
also covers as a shift officer in addi
tion to his fire inspection duties.
With the current reduction in staff

he now spends 40 percent of his
time doing shift work: “ It’s a mat
ter of trade-off’s ,” he says.
“ We're spending less time on our
staff functions and more time on
our shift functions. More and more
of my time is being spent away
from fire prevention, and that con
cerns m e.”

You Look Mar-velous!!!
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Captain Ronald Tebbetts

Phone 989- 4 9 2 6

146 So. M ain S tre e t, B rew er

Jim and Phil Cowan

Members of the Brewer Police
Department are promoting the
“ buckle up” habit during “ All
American Buckle Up Week,”
which ends Thursday. Says Chief
David P. Koman, “ All vehicles in
our department will be driven with
lights on to help remind people in
the Brewer area to buckle up during
this special observance.”
“ All American Buckle Up
Week” is being observed state
wide and nationally. Each year
close to 50 thousand fatalities result
from highway traffic accidents.
According to Les R. Hubley, a
spokesman for the Maine Highway
Safety Committee in Augusta, that
number could be halved by the use
of safety belts.

V isit Our
F a c to ry S to r e
at t h e f o o t o f
Mill S tr e e t
in O ron o

B re w e r A p p lian ce S e rv ice n te r

293 W ilson S t.( B rew er

Ordinance Reminder
The City of Brewer Recreation
and Parks Department would like to
remind the public of local or
din an ces reg a rd in g flow er
guidelines at Woodlawn Memorial
Park Cemetery. For mowing and
groundskeeping purposes flowers
must be removed by June 10 except
those still fresh cut flowers r cently
displayed. Cemetery staff will
dispose of flowers not removed by
June 10. Any planted flowers will
be replanted in selected gardens
around the cemetery.
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TAYLOR TELEPHONE SERVICE, INC.
(207) 989-4646

Captain Charles Shuman

BANGOR — The following
Brewer area cases were heard in the
May 21 Small Claims Court at
Bangor District Court, Judge F.
Davis Clark presiding:
David A. Burgoyne of Bangor
vs. AAA Appliance Service, 34
Parker St., Brewer for $100.00.
Case dismissed by court for failure
of plaintiff to request sheriff ser
vice.
Wellby Drug Co., 226 Union
St., Bangor vs. Cynthia A. Connor,
37 Getchell St., Brewer for $55.27.
Decision for plaintiff by default.
Awarded $55.27 plus $32.05 in
court costs.
William R. Martin, 183 N.
Fourth St., Old Town vs.
Downeast Toyota, 640 Wilson St..
Brewer for $1226.23. Decision lor
plaintiff. Awarded $400.00 plus
$15.00 in court costs.
The next small claims court will
be June 3 at 1 p.m. at the Bangor
District Court.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
SATURDAY
9 a.m. to Noon

■r
P.O. Box 213J
Orono, Maine 04473
207-866-4867

P E A K S H IL L L O D G E

Dance S a tu rd a y N igh y n

HOT W AX
Dancing 9-1 BY0B 843-6005
rV

9 8 9 -5 3 3 0
AUTO INSURANCE

Good or Bad Driving Records
SAVE EVERY DAY

at
INSURANCE SHOPPERS, INC.
B re w e r Cinem a Shopping C en te r
9 8 9 -1 1 1 2

Sirabella Studio
THE CURE FOR WINDOW PANES
Perm o S y ste m R e tra c ta b le A w n in g s

Eliminate unsightly windows, doors and
dull panes forever. With Perma System
Retractable Awnings. A beautiful addi
tion for all seasons. And for all reasons!
•Protects patios, balconies and sun decks from rain and heat.
Saves energy, lowers room temperatures and reduces air-conditioning costs. *
Helps prevent drapes, carpets and furnishings from fading.
'Variety of sizes, shapes and colors.
•Options include motorized or manual operation, fully adjustable angles and
1 adjustable vertical drops. Call today for an appointment and a free esti-.
P E F I i V l A ram

mate. And put an end to your window panes.

STEVE'S CANVAS &UPHOLSTERYSHOP
W lsw ell Rd., B rew er

9 8 9 -7 1 6 1

4 :0 0 to 8:00 p.m ., Tues. & Thurs.
Save on the Friendly Meal Deal,
a platter, beverage and
ice cream treat from our
children’s menu.

11 Washington St.
(corner of State and Washington)

989-4800

We Welcome
Valid for each child up to 12 years old
when accompanied by an adult purchas
ing a meal. Limit 4 children per family.
Not available for carrvout.

Friendly has a flavorall itsown.
989-7826
W ilson St., Brew er

PIONEER/PARTNER 250 BRUSH CUTTER
The Pioneer/Partner 250 is a perfect light brush cutter for the handyman. Its
balanced harness reduces fatigue, so you can work longer. With a variety of
accessories, such as a grass trimming head, brush blades, and adjustable handles,
the 250 has an extremely wide range of uses. It's truly a tool for all seasons.

Your Family Phologapher
fo r Over 40 Years

Trim m er Head and
Brush Blade
standard equipm ent
List $ 2 6 9 .9 5

R.D. FAULKNER CORP.

“ T h e B rew er R e g iste r ”

Fieldstone Manor
Senior Citizen Boarding Home
225 W ilson St.

989- 5 4 1 5

Cheri Richard, Owner-Administrator
Licensed for 6 Residents

146 P ark w a y South, B rew er

I!

SALE $ 2 2 5 00
SAVE $ 4 4 .9 5
9 8 9 -3 7 9 2

C o n g ra tu la tio n s " B re w e r R eg ister"
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Robertson on City Government
BREWER — While several
members of the Brewer City Coun
cil have made it clear that they are
determined to keep property taxes
from increasing no matter what it
takes, Mayor Gerald Robertson
maintains that because of Brewer’s
growth and the importance of
healthy city services, taxes will
probably have to be raised.

contracts and state mandated educa
tion programs, the city council has
little or no say over much of this
coming year’s $288,004 increase in
the School department budget. “ A
large portion of the school budget is
untouchable. When you say cut
$75,000 that's about the maximum
they can cut.”
Robertson stressed that if Brewer
is going to attract new businesses
In a recent interview, Robertson
and industry, the city must maintain
said that until Brewer’s tax base is
the current level of excellence in its
broadened to where it can take up
school system, which he says is one
the slack caused by reductions in
of
the best in the state. While this
federal revenue sharing, “ com
may raise property taxes it is essen
promises” will have to be made
tial in attracting new business, he
between the city council and in
said. “ It’s foolhardy to cut out a
dividual departments.
department or a program. Industry
“ Compromise has to be made as and business people look at that sort
far as the school.system is concern of thing. They look at the overall
ed. I don’t want to see the school com m unity and how th e ir
system degraded. If they can only employees will like the area.”
cut $75,000 from their budget I
At last week's council meeting,
wouldn’t ask them to cut more.”
City Manager Harold Parks outlin
Robertson said that with his 38 ed eight major areas of city services
years of city council experience he that he felt must be addressed. They
can tell if a department’s budget is included: a new transfer station at
“ padded.” Because of non- the landfill ($300,000); one million
negotiable increases in teachers’ dollars to close the landfill; work

Fire Department Chief John Shaw

on sludge f a c ility ; stre e t
maintenance; vehicle and equip
ment replacement; sewage treat
ment; and water mains. Robertson
pointed out that the present city
budget does not address any of
these items and warned against put
ting off dealing with them for too
long. He said Brewer was “ putting
off the inevitable” and, by not hav
ing such things as a paving program
to regularly repair roads, the city
risks having to do major repairs at
long intervals due to the lack of a
program of regular maintenance.
While the last council election
seemed to indicate that many voters
want cuts in the budget to be made,
Roberson says that he has also met
many residents who like the ser
vices they get from the city and
want to keep them. One of these
areas in the fire department.
“ You can only make so many
cuts and I think it might be time to
fill in some spaces in the fire
department. People are saying they
don’t want cuts if they will be
detrimental to the overall health of
the city.

Brewer School Department
BREWER — Perry Jordan is the
Superintendent for the Brewer
school system. He is responsible
for the administration and supervi
sion of Brewer’s six public schools
and staff of almost 150. More im
portantly, he is responsible for the
education of over 2,000 students,
from kindergarteners to high school
seniors.
“ The least interesting — but
essential — part of my job is the
paperwork,” says Jordan. “ The
most fascinating part of my job is
seeing young people really turned
on to education, to see the
discovery within a child’s eyes
when he is learning.”
Jordan
himself is the most enthusiastic per
son you could ever hope to meet on
the subject of education. His career
as an educator began in 1961 in the
Kittery School Department, where
he worked as an English teacher at
the seventh and eighth grade levels.
In 1964 he moved to the Bangor
School Deparment, where his posi
tions included teacher, director of
Special Education, and acting
superintendent of schools. He has
been Brewer’s Superintendent of
Schools for three years.
“ I think I was a damn good
teacher. Most people think my
main bag is special education
because I’ve done so much of it, but
my real main thing is kids. I had a
great time teaching, and I carry that
enthusiasm to whatever I do. I'm
not the brightest person in the
world, but I'm creative and I have
interesting ideas.” And he en
courages creative learning in his
students. His office is located at
the Capri Street School, and in the
course of an hour several firstgraders wander in and out of his of
fice. One, a young boy named

Adam, reads to Jordan a story he
wrote and illustrated, named “ The
Penguin.” For his efforts, Adam
gets a hug and a lollipop.
Jordan's key responsibilities are
the preparation of the annual school
budget and hiring of the most
qualified teachers possible. “ The
community of Brewer wants a very
sound, basic academic program,”
he says, “ and they have one that
they can be proud of. We've got
one of the best school systems in
the state. We are above state na
tional averages in terms of student
testing.” In order to make that a
reality, Brewer needs excellent
teachers and a financial environ
ment which can support the efforts
of the teaching staff. In fact, that is
what makes a good school system
tick, and Jordan is the one who
winds the clock, every day. The
Brewer school system employs 140
teachers, which makes the teacherstudent ratio approximately 1:15.
The proposed school budget for
1986-87 is $6,139,117, an 11.34%
increase over this year’s.
The
budget has been approved by the
school committee, and the City
Council will decide on it by the end
of the month.
Jordan identifies several areas
which need to be addressed. One
area consists of the new educational
reform acts that have come down
from the state level, including addi
tional science and computer literacy
requirements for graduation.
“ Many of these new requirements
upset us,” says Jordan. “ We find
it difficult to live with some of
them. And any single one of them
gives us headaches. As a total
packet, though, it’s a good thing,

and it’s going to be good for kids.
It’s also expensive, though, and the
community has to support that.”
Another area which Jordan needs
to address concerns gifted and
talented students. “ We are ad
dressing our special needs
youngsters quite well,” says Jor
dan, meaning students which re
quire remedial and developmental
attention. “ But we need as well to
single out the other end of the spec
trum.
Many times we don’t
motivate a student, especially a
gifted student, to aspire to a goal. I
think education has a real problem
in terms of aspiration levels.”
Because Jordan has been an
educator for twenty-five years, his
perspective and experience enable
him to see how the student popula
tion and its needs have changed
over the years. And not necessarily
for the better. “ We need to be
cognizant of the child's total
development, emotional as well as
academic. Children are growing up
very fast — maybe too fast — these
days, and there are a lot of reasons
for that.
One reason is that
youngsters are having to accept
more and more responsibility at an
early age. I think it’s a shame if we
do not allow children time to play,
to learn through exploration.”
Any superintendent must be
perceived as the educational leader
by the community, by his staff, by
the student body and by the school
committee. Says Jordan, “ I, per
sonally, am much more of a ‘doer’
as opposed to a philosopher. The
key is to surround yourself with
very competent, capable people.
Of utmost importance are the
students and the community, for it
is they who are paying your salary
and must have their needs met.”

Deadline for Display Advertising is Friday at noon.

WATSON’S HARDWARE, INC.
388 South M ain St., Brew er

“Brewer’s Friendliest Hardware Store’’

T el. 9 8 9 -7 6 6 7

SPECIAL

on 5 -G a l. Black S h ield D riv ew ay S e a le r

6.99

“ The fire service is difficult
because the guys are here 24
h o u r s ,” says C hief Shaw.
“ They’re away from their families
and that’s hard.” He himself is a
family man, with a wife, Marty,
and three children.
The fire service brought Marty,
his second wife, and Chief Shaw
together. She was the new director
of a group home for adolescent
girls in Groton, Connecticut, where
Chief Shaw was the assistant fire
marshall. “ She asked us to inspect
her facility and she was interested
in having someone talk to the girls
about fire safety.” His family now
consists of John III, age 5, and
Kevin, age 2Vi. Ten-year-old
Claudia is Chief Shaw’s daughter
by his first marriage.
“ There was a time in my life
when all I did was related to the fire
service. Now I spend as much time
as I can with my family. Having a
young family came very late in my
life, and I’m disappointed in all of
the years I missed the pleasure of
having a family. I enjoy walking in
the back door and being trampled
by kids.”
Chief Shaw served in the U.S.
Navy Submarine Service from
1960 to 1968, spending months at
sea. He then received an associates
degree in fire administration from
Thames Valley State Technical col
lege in Connecticut. He is original
ly from New Jersey. “ I look at my
position as being the person respon
sible for the protection of the
citizens of Brewer. I would love to
see the day when we would never
have to respond to a fire.”
“ There’s no honor in fighting a
fire that could have been
prevented,” quotes Fire Depart
ment Chief John Shaw. “ When we
respond to a fire, we’ve lost a battle
and have to fight another.”
The bulk of Chief Shaw’s work is
administrative. He’s in charge of

six career officers, three of whom
are shift commanders whose
primary responsibility is fire sup
pression. Fire Inspector Ronald
Tebbetts reviews construction sites
and inspects buildings to ensure
conformance with fire codes. Cap
tain Larry Willis conducts fire
prevention programs for local
schools and organizations. An addi-*
tional 17 firefighters and two of
ficers are available on an on-call
basis.
The department has three
pumpers and an aerial ladder. In
reserve there is a 1947 pumper that,
when it was two weeks old, helped
fight the great fire in Bar Harbor. A
1967 converted military ambulance
has just been replaced by a 1986
rescue vehicle. All of the depart
ment’s career officers are either
certified ambulance attendants or
emergency medical technicians.
Grass fires pose the biggest threat
at this time of year. Last month,
132 acres burned in one weekend
alone. Still, says Chief Shaw,
“there has been an awful lot of pro
gress in the last 10 years. When I
came to Brewer in 1979, the fire
prevention program had been in
place for a couple of years. Prior to
that this department would respond
to 350 grass fires and 150 false
alarms in one year. Over the last
three years, we’ve averaged 35
grass fires and maybe 15 false
alarms.”
There has also been a lot of pro
gress in the area of juvenile arson.
Two years ago, Chief Shaw was in
volved in a case where a youth’s
mother was concerned about her
son: the boy had just been caught
calling in a false alarm, and she had
found evidence of small fires in the
house. Says Chief Shaw, “ We
went looking for someone in the
mental health field to help her, and
we couldn’t find anyone. We just
hit a brick wall.” Shortly after

wards the Brewer Fire Department
started its own program to deal with
such cases, and now there is a local
network which links members of
the department with area profes
sionals in mental health and in the
school system.
Prior to this, says Chief Shaw, “ I
didn't believe we even had a
problem. This program has really
been an eye-opener.” In one year,
his department has interviewed
some 40 juveniles who were in-

‘ 'There’s no honor in

fighting a fire that could
have been prevented. ”
volved, directly or indirectly, with
arson. Approximately 70 percent of
all intentionally set fires in this
country are caused by juveniles.
The majority of them are ex
perimental, with children and
youths setting fires for the sake of
curiosity. The rest are termed
pathological, and the problem is
alarming: some set fires to their
own homes, to their own or their
parents’ bed. Chief Shaw has found

that most pathological cases occur
in single-parent homes, often after
an incident of domestic trauma, a
dispute or a conflict between parent
and child. Says Chief Shaw, “ If it’s
not a curiosity fire setter, we’re
then dealing with a symptom: the
fire is the way that particular
juvenile has chosen to act out other
problems.”
As a goal, Chief Shaw would like
to see the day when a fire depart
ment’s role in the community is
solely public education and fire
prevention, when fires themselves
would mostly be a thing of the past.
“ We are the technologically most
advanced nation on the face of the
earth, yet we have the highest rate
of property loss, injury, and death
per capita from fire. As a nation we
just don’t have the mental attitude
towards fire prevention. Everyone
thinks that it’s someone else’s job.
Part of the reason why I came to
Brewer was because the city was so
involved with public education and
safety inspection. It’s unusual for a
city this size to emphasize public
awareness as much as it does.”

PROFILE

Superintendent of Schools
Perry Jordan
Superintendent of Schools Perry makes sure that a piece of nature
Jordan began his career in 1961. He comes to his students. At the Capri
taught English at the junior high Street School, for example, he br
school level in Kittery. In 1964 he ings in baby chicks and Cinnamon
moved to the Bangor School Toast, a family pet rabbit.
Department and stayed for almost
Jordan’s biggest challenge right
ten years, as a teacher, as a director now as superintendent and as an
of Special Education, as principal, educator are the new reform acts
and as acting superintendent of that have come do.wn from the
schools. Three years ago he state. One of his greatest pleasures
became the superintendent of the is taking time to interact with
Brewer school system.
students, whether that means going
Says Jordan, “ I ’m a very simple into the classrooms himself or in
person. I’m a Maine person. I ’m viting students into his office. He
bright enough to do my job and in says, I want us to be going to work
teresting enough to be a challenge in the morning and loving it. I want
to the people I work with. I’m not a the students to enjoy it as much as
typical, three-piece, Dartmouth we do.”
graduate, but I don’t need to be.”
Jordan has always lived in
Jordan’s wife, Beckett, owns and
Maine. He was born and educated operates her own nursery school,
in the state, and he and his family Creative Comers, in Bangor. A
live in Orrington. He says, “ I daughter, Kristen, teaches special
tremendously enjoy and respect our education in Pittsfield; and another,
environment. Our job in education Elizabeth, is transferring to the
is to make sure that people under University of Maine at Farmington,
stand how important it is. We need also to prepare for a career in
to stop and observe nature and see special education. A son, Richard,
its beauty.” If Jordan can’t always graduated from the M aine
bring his students to nature, he Maritime Academy last month.

HARBORSIDE
SEAFOOD HOUSE

Perry Jordan and Kindergarten student Brian Robinson.

Coast to Coast Refrigerated Service
DOUG MARTIN TRUCKING
ICC MC-185404 • ME Docket 18187
RFD 2, Box 1580, B rew er, ME 04412

Tel. (207) 989-3108

l_ M _NORTH
h BREWER SHOPPING
i m
CENTER
T

NORTH MAIN ST.. BREWER
Grant Trash Removal, Inc.
Owner, Bob Sparks
We Aim To Please
Serving All Local Communities
6 0 0 W ilson S treet9 89 -40 00

MAINE-LY COUNTRY
C o u n try M usic at Its Best

8 2 7 -7 8 9 8
8 2 7 -2 1 8 5

Finest in Home
Cooking
Hours: M on.-Thurs. 6-8
F ri.-S a t. 6-8:30
Sun. 8-4

DANCES
WEDDINGS

ANNIVERSARIES
SPECIAL OCCASIONS

R E D W O O D S T A IN

Pat & Peg’s
Open Door
Restaurant

1015 N. M ain S tre e t
Rt. 9, N. B re w e r

H O O P C H A IR S
p lus

Thick, Rich, Luscious, Deep
Homemade Cream Pies
p lu s

Homemade Yeast Cinnamon Rolls

BOB'S FRONT END SERVICE

9 south Main Street, Brewer (by the New Bridge)

989-

7120

W h ile Sup p ly Lasts

Hot Homemade Yeast Rolls

W elco m e to "The Brew er Register"

APPOINTMENT ONLY

5

990

and m uch, m uch m ore
from our own in-house baker
(take-outs also)

224 South M ain S tre e t, B rew er

2 G allons /

Second G ra d e

2" x 4 " STUD S

69

Each

Shop Early
Supply Lim ited on Som e Item s

OPEN DAILY: 5 am to 9 p m daily,
Sunday 6 am to 8 p m

HOURS: M ON___FRI. 9-8 SAT. 9-5 P.M.
H
989-3129
^ 4
1

The Brewer Register, Tuesday, May 27, 1986

P ag e I V

Transitional 1st Grade Program Cancelled
ORRINGTON - At its May 20
meeting, the Orrington School
Committee decided to cancel the
school’s transitional first grade pro
gram, despite the protests of North
Orrington School Principal Ed
Chmielewski. .
The program, as explained by
Chmielewski, is for children who
are not ready for the standard first
grade classroom format because
they do not have the proper level of
maturity to function in a large
(18-22 student) class. The seven
children currently in the program
“ are not less intelligent” than other
students, Chmielewski said, but are
just not ready to be in a situation
where they have to compete with a
large number of other students for
the teacher’s attention. “ We pace
the program to the child's develop
ment. The materials in the transi

tional program are the same for the
standard program, only the presen
tation is different,” Chmielewski
said.
Committee member Ralph Brier
said he opposed the program
because “ the numbers in the class
are too small.” “ We’re almost
hampering the social development
of these kids. They’re not being ac
climated to the social conditions of
a large class size.” Brier said he
would be in favor of an alternative
program with a larger number of
students that would emphasize the
‘’value of kids competing and being
with other kids.”
Committee member Judith
Hunter, whose motion to continue
the program was not seconded and
died on the floor, said she thought
the program was successful in

growth over the next few years.
Says White, “ We're one of the
few towns that has a town charter,
which shows that the people are in
terested in protecting their town.
We have had a zoning ordinance,
since 1968. which also means that
people here take a special interest in
how their town develops and is
run.”
One of the biggest development
opportunities to face the town has
been the Penobscot Energy
Recovery Company’s waste energy
facility. The PERC facility will
mean an increase in revenue in the
tax base, provide up to 40 new job

lack of action.” He then asked the
committee whose responsibility it
would be to inform the parents of
the children in the program that it
was being discontinued. Committee
chairperson Loretta Kearns said
that would “ obviously be the prin
cipal’s responsibility.” *
In other business, the committee
accepted with regret the resignation
of James Bowden, custodian at the
North Orrington School, effective
June 30. 1986. The board voted
unanimously to appoint Robert
Blank to fill a vacancy on the
Library Committee.

The board voted unanimously to
approve a $1,500 Maine Educa
tional Assessment Grant that would
allow the Center Drive School to
participate in a statewide study of
high performance schools. Prin
cipal James White said Center
Drive School was one of six
schools throughout the state chosen
for the study. White said although
the grant is small it should help to
recoup the cost of the project,
which would ultimately involve
many of the school’s faculty with
four or five teachers highly involv
ed.

The board unanimously approved
an administrative recommendation
to purchase a sqhool bus for the
1986-87 academic year. Details on
the proposed purchase had not
begun, however.

White also noted that the Center
Drive School will hold its annual
Spring Musical Concert May 28
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Center Drive School.

Nursery School Graduation

UPDATE ON ORRINGTON
ORRINGTON — The Town of
Orrington was incorporated back in
1788 and originally included the
City of Brewer. Back then, it was
called New Worcester, possibly
because many of the founding
residents had moved north from
Massachusetts.
Orrington Town Manager John
White believes that the town has a
special character which sets it apart
from neighboring cities and towns.
“ The friendliness of the people is
an attraction, and Orrington's tax
rate is much lower than Bangor’s
and Brewer's.” White believes
that Orrington has a lot of potential,
and he expects to see considerable

keeping slower maturing students
from entering the first grade too
early. “ With both parents working
in many houses, there’s a tendency
to push the kids into school too ear
ly,” she said.
Brier said putting a small amount
of students in a special room and
segregating them from the
mainstream school population
could give them a “ resource room
syndrome” where they never learn
to act independently.
“ I can't accept that concept,”
Chmielewski said, “ This program
does teach them to be independent.
It teaches them to be successful. In
this program they are getting the
skills necessary to compete with
others for the teacher’s time.”
A fter the m otion d ie d ,
Chmielewski said he was “ quite
disappointed in the committee’s

opportunities , and serve the waste
disposal needs of surrounding com
munities as well.
“ As far as assets,” says White,
“ people here really look at Orr
ington as a rural town.” The town
boasts a conservation area on the
way to King's Mountain and two
boat landings, one on the Penobscot
and one at Brewer Lake. One of
the area’s few working farms,
Howard’s Dairy, is located on
Center Drive.
On the horizon for Orrington is
the preparation of next year’s
budget. White also expects that
some of the town's roads will be
resurfaced during this summer.

Orrington Gets New Playground Equipment
ORRINGTON - The East Orr
ington Christian Children’s
Center Nursery School held its
1985-86 graduation Thursday
night at the East Orrington Con
gregational Church.
After singing six songs with
wavering harmonies and some
prompting by teachers Bonnie
McCabe and Rhonda Geaghan,
the 15 students were presented
diplomas by Pastor Robert
Carlson.

The fo llo w in g stu d en ts
graduated: Amy Crawford, Hol
ly Henderson, Abby Perry,
Patrick Cowan, Heather Murray,
and Jay Robichaud.
Other students who par
ticipated in the ceremonies but
received “ u n d ergrad u ate”
diplom as in clu d ed : Sarah
Ashton, Jason Bicknell, Erica
Broks, Betsey Pavliska, Allison
W ing, Chad Bean, Korey
Booker, Chad Coombs, and
Kerri Richard.

Fa irb ro th e rs A p p lian ces

Last week, Parent/Teacher
Organization volunteers and North
Orrington School custodial staff
joined together to erect new
playground equipment. Set up were
a geodesic dome, a climbing pole,
two basketball backboards, two stu
dent picnic tables and a teacher pic
nic table. Still to be placed are four
benches for student use. North Orr
ington School Principal Ed
Chmielewski would like to give
special thanks to Mrs. Rachel
Blaylock for planning and coor
dinating the effort.

• Reconditioned Washers, Dryers, Refrigerators,
Freezers and Ranges

ORRINGTON HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Henry Wiswell, Pres.
Meeting Dates:
Fourth Thursday of Each Month
at 7:30 p.m.
Historical Society Building
Center Drive. Orrington

Pre Grand
Opening Sale
Authorized Dealer

GUARANTEED 6 0 DAYS
Large Inventory for

New and Used Parts for Frigidaire, Maytag, Etc.
REPAIR SERVICE
989- 4 5 4 7

219 So. M ain St., B re w e r

€ © L @ IN V MIOTIML

• CENTURY CAPS

6 4 9 N . Ma in S t r e e t R t . # 9

• RAM CA PS

B r e w e r , Ma in e

• SKAM PER CAMPERS

D ICK a SHARON HART

• CRICKET CAM PERS

A ir C o n d i t i o n i n g

We W e lco m e The B re w e r R e g is te r

T

e l

. 9 8 9 -6 2 7 5
9 8 9 -7 6 0 4

1 0 % OFF List with this ad

Lucerne
Ceramic Shop
Home of the Original
Blueberry D is h e s ^

.A

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE
5 5 ’x l 2 ’
Woodstove and Washing Machine • 6'x6' Porch
14'x20’ Garage • 6'x8' Storage Shed
12 miles from the New Bridge
on the Upper Dedham Road

A s k i n g $ 4 (7 0 0
C a ll 989- 5 7 5 7

Craft
Country
SUPPLIES AND GIFTS
Located
Route 9, Eddington
Tel. (207) 843-6255

CRESCENT LUMBER COMPANY

/Zr*f
[* * [

R.F.D. 2, Box 548, Fowler Road
Orrington, Maine 04474

LUMBER • BUILDING M ATERIALS

8 2 5 -3 3 1 7
Toll Free 1-800-547-9663 (Wood)

KENDRICK KITCHENS

X-TRA-T0UCH

Welcome
Brewer Register

SAUCE

ft

For M eat & Po u ltry
21 O z.

HOURS:
M onday - F rid ay
9 :0 0 a.m . to 4 :3 0 p.m .
Satu rd ay
9:0 0 a.m . till Noon

Mail Orders Welcome

1208

Sat.

Harding Florist

7: 30- 12:30
Evenings by
Appointment

Welcomes

TOMATO &
PEPPER PLANTS
$ 1 20

I
A Box
Six Cubic Feet of

PEAT MOSS

9 8 9 -2

GUARANTEED USED CARS

ROBICHAUD'S BODY SHOP
S P E C IA L
Collision and Rust Repair
Done at Z2 Price
A ll W ork G u a ra n tee d
34 Years' Ex p erien ce

C all 825-4131

* 6 79

10 0

John Robichaud
B rew er Lake Rd., O rrin gton

Hardy Insurance Agency
M a rg ie H a rd y

____

C o n g ra tu la tio n s

9 8 9 -7 2 9 1

Complete Insurance Service

We Sell the Earth
P .O . Box 463, 220 S ta te S tre e t, B rew er
___________________ O ffice: (207) 989-

v w

4:30

This W eek's Special

Privacy plus when you purchase this 15 plus acres of wooded land
located in a quiet residential neighborhood located just 10 miles
from Brewer in Holden. Town Water, survey, soil tested and
abstract. $15,000.00.

9 8 9-3752

•Fri.

8 4 3 -5 1 0 5

RESIDENTIAL

9 8 9 -3 8 5 6

554 S. M ain St., Brew er

“ T h e B rew er R e g iste r ”

FULTON LAKE — 1750 feet of sandy shoreline and 40 plus heavily
wooded acres on this beautiful hundred acre lake in Northfield,
Maine. Good fishing and swimming. Affordable at $23.00 p.f.f. Bank
financing available for qualified buyers.

F a c to ry O u t le t
581 W ilson S t .( B re w e r
M aine 0 4 4 1 2

Jo h n n y Mac's

Bar Harbor Road
D ED H A M

Moliday JCand, Jnc.

on all units in stock

S T E W A R T 'S

m m

(Bar-B-Que Flavor)

Sold by

RECREATIONAL
C o n g ra tu la tio n s " B r e w e r R e g iste r"

Good Luck!

(207) 8 4 3 -5 6 3 6

FRED BOWDEN. JR.
SALES & SERVICE
FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Rustproofing on a ll cars
and pickups $140.
1985 GMC Conversion Van
NEW - LOADED
j$2^eecr si6,900
1985 AMC ALLIANCE D.L.
4 dr., 4 cyl. s4,795.
1984 AMC Eagle, 4 dr., 6 cyl.,
45,000. $6,695
O rrin g to n , M aine 04474
(207)
(207)

Lev en se lle r Ext.

E. Holden, ME 04429

989-79 20
989-71 10
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EDDINGTON
The Plant and Pray Garden Club
EDDINGTON - The Plant and
Pray Garden Club was started in
1982. Mrs. Carolyn Wood, the cur
rent president, says that the name
conies from the hope that “ you
plant something and then pray it
grows.” The club has 30 members
from throughout the surrounding
towns, including Otis, Holden, and
Clifton.
The club is a member of the
Penobscot District of the Garden
Club Federation of Maine, and the
National Council, of State Garden
Clubs, Inc. The club holds monthly
meetings from March through
November and also gets together
spontaneously; at Christmas, for
example. Says Mrs. Wood, “ I first
got involved because I wanted to
learn more about gardening and
flower arranging. We have
workshops and 1 think you learn
more by doing. We also have a lot
of good times, and we really enjoy
the social aspect.”

Some of the workshops have in
cluded flower arranging, after
which the arrangements were
donated to a local boarding home;
and pine cone artistry, which coin
cided with Christmas decorating.
Club projects include flower
shows; the planting of window
boxes and flowerbeds at the East
Holden Community Church, the
East Eddington Post Office, and the
Clifton Church; and contributions
to the World Gardening Project.
I^ast year their contribution helped
make available to Alrica seeds and
saplings to combat famine. The
club will also sponsor a child at
Camp Jordan this year.

Preparing to Show Your Home
Bob and C ath y Richardson,
Rainbow Real Estate

Sellers, now that you’ve hired a
broker to work for you, DON’T work
against him. The following tips will
help you and your broker to better
prepare your home for showing:

Next month Mrs. Wood will turn
over the presidency to Mrs.
Frederick Hillman of Eddington.
Mrs. Wood and her husband,
Frederick, are retired. They have
four children. 15 grandchildren,
and seven great-grandchildren.

1. First impressions are lasting
impressions. Keep entry ways into
your home clean and uncluttered.
All lights should be in good working
order.
2. Although family pets are cute
and friendly they are distracting to
the buyer looking at your home. If
your pet is not included in the sale,
don’t show it.
3. Beds should be made and
clothing and laundry properly
stored. All rooms should be neat
and tidy, especially kitchen and
bath areas. Don’t forget about
eliminating unpleasant odors.

Mrs. Carolyn Wood

HOLDEN

4. Radios and televisions are
distracting,
h ow e v e r ,
soft
background music could be a
favorable addition.
5. Clean out those Bumstead
closets! And be sure that all halls
and stairways are safely passable.
6. Basements, attics and garages
are all very important too. If these
little hide-a-ways are cleaned out
and storage boxes well stocked,
then all the fine points will stand at
attention.
7. Most important of all, don’t
follow your broker through the en
tire showing. He has been trained
to handle the buyers questions and
reactions.

Area real estate agents are in
vited to submit their columns on a
‘take turn ’’ basis to The Brewer
Register.
‘

B ob B ook er:
The M an Behind the M agazine

NEW BUSINESS
H a rd y In su ra n c e A g en cy

EAST HOLDEN - A new in
surance agency is open for business
on the Levenseller Extension in
East Holden. Margie Hardy, an in
dependent insurance agent, offer*
‘complete insurance service,' in
cluding auto, home, motorcycle,
and commercial coverage.
Mrs. Hardy hung up her shingle
four weeks ago and already has 30
clients. She says, ‘It picks up every
day.’ She received her state license
as an insurance agent last March.
Prior to going into business for
herself, Mrs. Hardy worked for a
local insurance agency. She says,
‘Very few women insurance agents
own and operate their own
business. I think the insurance
business has a reputation of being a
man’s world. It makes it more of a
challenge.'

Margie Hardy

Mrs. Hardy's husband, Richard,
works at Emples Knitting Mill.
The couple's son, Jason, is in
elementary school. The agency is
open from 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.,
six days a week. The telephone
number is 843-5636

HOLDEN — Ten years ago Bob
Booker swapped a pack of Kent
filters for a pair of running shoes
and never looked back. He
publishes Maine Running &
Outing a monthly magazine which
serves the needs of Maine's once
unique breed, the long-distance
runner.
Twenty years ago. Maine had a
total of 12 road races and 25
statewide runners. Now there are
230 races and over 2,000 com
petitive runners. Booker's publica
tion lists upcoming load races,
publicizes race results, and includes
a point system which ranks runners
on a continuing basis. The
magazine also features articles
about people and events, covering
everything from nutrition to the
latest news about Joan Benot
Sainuelson.

A native of Brewer, Booker says
he’s been “ awfully lucky in
meeting some super people all over
the state” through his magazine.
“ You give up a certain amount of
anonymity,” he says, “ but that's
all right, too. After a period of
time, people who keep reading the
magazine feel that they know you,
and I think that's great.”
What Booker likes most about
running and runners is the “ hones
ty and good positive attitudes.”
Stopwatches don’t lie. These days,
his priorities switch around bet
ween family, job. and running. He
still manages to get in an eightmiler every other day or so.
Booker was on the track team at
Brewer High School in the 1960s.
He says, “ I was an incredibly bad
track runner. My father was a star
hurdler at Brewer, my two older

brothers were star hurdlers at
Brewer. So when I got into high
school, I figured I was a hurdler,
too But I was the worst hurdler in
the world.”
Some twenty years alter his high
school days, Booker is a busy man.
His magazine provides a valuable
source of information and com
munication to people whose activity
can be a very lonesome one, runn
ing for miles with no sound for
company but the sound of their feet
hitting the pavement. Booker’s
magazine helps bring those people
together. Says Booker, “ I’ve
always had the philosophy that I'd
put in anything that was
submitted.” In addition to articles
about running, the magazine in
cludes information about nordic
skiing, bicycling, canoeing, and
triathlon events.

East Holden resident Bob Booker, who publishes the monthly
magazine Maine Running & Outing.

Welcome to the Area

Yard Sales Wanted!!!

(C om pu ter S to r e d ,

LIST YOUR SALE IN “THE REGISTER”
10 words for $2.00. Additional words 10‘ each.
Deadline Friday Noon — Prepaid please.

BREWER SHOPPING CENTER
ROUTE 1A
BREWER. M AINE 0 4 4 1 2
TELEPHONE 2 0 7 9 8 9 -7 5 6 3

The
RED BARN

From Your Friends in Eddington

Camping Area
Rt. 1A—Holden
Maine
6 Miles from Bangor
20 Miles from Ellsworth
46 Miles from Bar Harbor

1895

Call 989115 Wilson St., Brewer

Season
May 15—Oct. 15

THOMAS O'CONNOR & CO., INC.
Mechanical Contractors

SPRING SPECIAL!

G. A. MAYNARD
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Septic Systems
• Driveways
• Trailer Slabs
• Foundations

(207)

843-5119

O PEN FO R B R EA K FA ST

Do the repairs you put off last fall at

SPECIAL LOW SPRING PRICES
We do Roofing, Siding, Remodeling and all kinds of Glass
Repairs - EVEN W INDSHIELDS.

C .A .B . CO M PAN Y
M ill Lane, Clifton

8 4 3-5 1 3 2

You N am e It,

Route 9 , E. Eddington

After 6 p.m. Pager Number 9 4 5 -1 1 4 4
Ja y P e rry , O w n e r

EDDINGTON HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Mrs. Francis Farrer, Pres.
Meeting Dates:
First Monday of the Month
at 7:30 p.m.
Municipal Building - Eddington

LOOKING . . .
TO SELL YOUR HOME OR
BUY A NEW ONE

6:30 A.M. To 11 A.M.

843-6011

FOR PRO FESSION AL SERVICE

AND RESULTS CALL
BRENDA J. SAWYER
i . F. Singleton Co.

942-8261

989-

1170

W e’ll Do It!

Congratulations

com

8 4 3 -5 0 4 3
EAST HOLDEN

Area's Largest
Movie Selection

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Early Bird
6:00 p.m.
Regular
7:00 p.m.
CIVIC CENTER
East Eddington

3

s

:

Pizzas
Sandwiches
Groceries
Meats
Ice Cold Beer

i

i

Blue Seal Feeds
8 4 3 -6 4 2 2
Bar Harbor Road
Downtown East Holden

—.T h e „ —

Toll Free I 1-800-525-8910, Ext. 3131
Evenings:

Sharon Brown

Andy Clark

825-4595

942-7796

• 9-Hol( Fee

---------------------------------

Subway
LA R G E FAMILY

From the sundeck of this gorgeous two bedroom condominium
overlooking beautiful Sebec Lake. Only 45 miles from Bangor,
this unit is fully furnished, nicely decorated and totally ready to
be enjoyed. Just listed tor sale at $59,500; the owner is also will
ing to rent the unit out at $300 per week. What a great way to
spend your vacation this summer Call 942-1237 for all the
details.

• Driving Range

989-3824

Presents
“ Home Delivery”
For the Holden, Dedham Area

LARGE HOME — Nine sizable rooms including 4 5 bedrooms and
lVz baths. 3.8 acre lot. It’s Clifton location is just 12V? miles from
the Bangor/Brewer Bridge. $45,900. AUDREY HOWE 827-3629.

240 STATE STR EET • BANGOR, MAINE 04401

$mt«Mi

• Power Carts

M on.-Fri. A ll D ay Fee $ 5 .0 0 — Sat.-Sun. H olidays $6 G re e n Fee

SPLIT ENTRY

1 HAND DIPPED ICE CREAM !
Agents for

Bob Little, Prop.
P R O L E S S O N S B Y A P P O IN T M E N T

IS

|

Over 500 Movies in Stock!!! i
•
•
•
•
•

PINE HILL G O LF CLUB

EDDING TON G ARDEN CLUB
Mrs. Carolyn Wood, Pres.
Meeting Dates:
Fourth I uesday of the Month
at 7:30 p.m.
Municipal Building - Eddington

EN JO Y THE VIEW

G & M
Variety Market

BIN G O

R M lt ll

C
i

UL

t o "The B rew er Register"

Large custom built kitchen with cherry stained cabinets and fully
applianced. Spacious living room with fireplace A bright and
cheery second floor boasting 3 comfortable bedrooms. Private 1
acre lot, full partially finished basement and 30x40 garage. Hermon. $79,000. HOWARD RISLEY 843-5027.

Starting Friday, May 30

C O TTA G E

Call for Details

5 rooms on 100x85 lot. 3/10 miles from Jenkins Beach. Owner
will assist with financing to qualified buyer. $10,000. DON
MOORE 942-4764.

989-5498
989-4143
An Active Member of the National Association of Realtors

^

Bar Harbor Road
East Holden, Maine
Tel. 843-6000
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PAPERMAKING IN BREWER
(Part One of Three Parts)
By Brian Swartz
Those people who daily drive
past Eastern Fine Paper in South
Brewer notice only the extensive
complex of office and manufactur
ing buildings. Few passersby, if
any, realize just how long ago
papermaking got its start in
Brewer...
In September, 1770, a man named
John Brewer left his home in
W orcester. Massachusetts and
boarded a ship in Boston for a
voyage to the Penobscot Bay
region. Brewer sought a location to
establish both a farm and a mill.
During his search up the
Penobscot River, Brewer closely
examined the stream named
"Sededunkeunk" by the Indians.
He scouted the stream, now called
the Segeunkedunk, to its source at
what was later called Brewer's
Great Lake (since shortened to
Brewer Lake).
Brewer also scoured several
other nearby streams, including
Bangor’s Kenduskeag Stream, then
decided to build his mill at the
mouth of the Segeunkedunk. He

had noticed that the free-flowing
stream would provide a good
source of power for a mill.
After laying the foundation of a
mill dam. Brewer and his party left
for the winter.
April, 1771 saw Brewer, his
brother Josiah, and some compa
nions return to the area from
Massachusetts.
They finished
work on the dam, built a saw mill
and a grist mill at the damsite, and
erected a house. The saw mill's
construction started a long local
association with lumbering and
papermaking.
Leaving the mills under the
auspices of his hired hands, Brewer
took ship in December and returned
to Worcester.
Brewer once again sailed from
Boston in April. 1772; this time he
brought his family with him. The
Brewers and other pioneers carved
farms and homes out of the
wilderness extending from the
northern boundary of Buck Town
(Bucksport) to the Penobscot's
head of tide.

After the Revolutionary War
Brewer and the other settlers peti
tioned the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts for clear title to their
lands. Their community, called
New Worcester Plantation, enclos
ed what later became Brewer,
Holden, and Orrington.
In 1784 Brewer dug a canal from
his millpond, across the county
road betw een B rew er and
Bucksport (now Route 15) and into
the cove at the mouth of the
Segeunkedunk. Soon both mills
had been moved to the lower end of
the canal, at a point across the cove
from where Eastern now' stands.
Sometime in 1795 John Brewer
received permission from the af
fected land owners to build another
dam at the outlet to Brewer Lake.
He used a dam to maintain a steady
water flow to his mills downstream.
Five years later Brewer sold land
upstream from his mills to Alvan
Robertshaw; Brewer also gave the
new owner permission to build a
dam which would raise the water
level eight feet above normal.

In 1771 John Brewer built a lumber mill at the mouth of the Segeunkedunk Stream. Through the 1800’s
improvements were made. In the 1880's Eastern was considered the largest bandsaw mill in the New
England states. Annual output approximated 35,000,0(H) board feet of lumber. The saw mill, one of the
pioneer tidewater mills in the state and the largest in the East, was operated by Eastern until 1916. In that
year it was abandoned and the following year razed.

Robertshaw’s dam rights, soon
called the Goodwin Mill privilege,
passed on to Daniel Sargent II in
1867; some years later Sargent and
his sons would convey these rights
to the Eastern Manufacturing Com
pany.
As Maine’s lumber industry ex
perienced massive growth in the
mid- 19th century, a recognizabe
community grew around the mills
at the mouth of the Segeunkedunk.
This community, now called South
Brewer, was referred to as Brewer
Village.
In 1884 two local men, Fred W.
and N.C. Ayer, bought saw mills
located in South Brewer and owned
by Joab Palmer and Benjamin
Johnson. Fred Ayer continued to
operate the mills; he also sought a
use for the waste wood. Ayer made
many improvements to his mills,
including the installation of the first
band saw on the Penoscot. This
band was installed in 1888.
Fred Ayer finally decided to
utilize the wood slabs and trimm
ings from his saw mills by building
a pulp mill at Sargent’s Point. In
March, 1889 the Eastern Manufac
turing Company was organized,
with venture capital amounting to
$250,000.
Eastern's first president pro tern
was Charles H. Sawyer; the direc
tors were Fred Ayer, J. Fred
Webster, and H. P. Sargent.
Webster also served as the presi
dent of the National Sulphite Boiler
and Fiber Company, holder of the
patents for the
sulphite pulp
manufacturing process.
Construction for the pulp mill
commenced in the spring, when a
pine tree grove was cleared from
company property.
Eastern’s original pulp mill was a
wooden structure, one story in
height except for the water tower,
and extending 280 feet in length;
the building’s width varied from 50
to 90 feet.
The pulp mill, designed to pro
duce 10 tons per day of pulp, con
tained a large chipper room, a
smaller digester room, and other
support facilities.
Built separate from the mill was a
brick boiler house, which contained
five steel boilers, each boiler 6 feet
in diameter and 18 feet 4 inches in
length.
These boiler supplied
steam for driving a 250 HP engine,
cooking the pulp wood, heating the
mill, and generating electricity for
lights.
Work crews from the Maine
Central RR's Bucksport division
laid a 1,500 foot track from the
main line to the Eastern mill. In
terestingly, the railroad running
through Brewer had been laid along
the cuttings where clay had been
dug to make the famous Brewer
bricks.

The pulp mill was soon upgraded
to produce 40 tons per day. After a
few years Fred Ayers faced another
problem: how could his company,
of which he was now president,

create a steadier market for its
pulp?
To the inventive Ayer, the logical
solution was to make his own paper

Sorority Club Given Tea at Convalescent Center
A week ago Saturday, members of the Xi Alpha Delta-Beta Sigma Phi
Sorority were honored with a tea given by Grace Wessinger and the other
residents of the Brewer Convalescent Center. Left to right: Brenda
Willis, Joan Davis, Grace Wessinger, Sarah Easier, Pam Spofford, Deb
bie Green, Florence McDonald, Jennifer Sargent, and Karen Ryan.

CAPRI STREET SCHOOL PARENTS

T H A N K S !!!
D ow neast T o y o ta /B re w e r
Twin C ity F lo rist/B re w e r
Ron's P la c e /B re w e r
Bonnie & C ly d e / B re w e r
Leg al S h o p p e/B rew er
M erle Norm an C o sm e tics/B re w e r
M ain e Saw S a le s/ B re w e r
Ralph's Sew ing M achine R e p a ir/B re w e r
Eugene's H e a tin g /B re w e r
Custom Fram e & G a lle ry / B r e w e r
I Scream & Hot F in g e rs/B re w e r
U nited E le c tro n ics/B re w e r
H arding F lo rist/ B re w e r
B rew er Fe d e ra l C re d it U n io n /B re w e r
B ra d stre et F u e l/ B re w e r
Bob's Front End S e rv ic e / B re w e r
Fred Bowden J r . S a le s & S e rv ice /B re w e r
Hall S e c u rity / B re w e r
M aine O x y -A c e ty le n e / B re w e r
Steve's C a n v a s /B re w e r
Sm itty's W e ld in g /B re w e r
H arborside R e sta u ra n t/ B re w e r
N.P. S tu d io /B re w e r
Penobscot C le a n in g / B re w e r
Hill's House of P iz z a / B re w e r
H am el F u e ls/ B re w e r
G re e n p o in t A uto P a rts / B re w e r
Burger K in g / B re w e r
W ebb's A uto S a le s/ B re w e r
G ra n t's Trash R e m o v a l/B re w e r
N ickerson & O 'D a y /B re w e r
Pickard's Sport S h o p /B re w e r
B a n g o r/B re w e r B ike P e d d le r/B re w e r
M arden's D ept. S to re / B re w e r
Discount Thrift S h o p /B re w e r
P a rk w a y R e a lty / C e n tu r y 21
L. H. T h o m p so n /B rew er
Bu tera O il/ B r e w e r
Pat & Peg's R e sta u ra n t/ B re w e r
H illtop G a s & V a r ie t y / B r e w e r

We would like to thank the following list of advertisers who
made our First Edition A Success . . .
Taylo r T e le p h o n e /B re w e r
V an Raym ond G u n s/B re w e r
N o rth east D iv e rs/B re w e r
Gold S ta r C le a n e rs/B re w e r
S ta b le In n /B re w e r
A ntiqu e C e lla r/ B re w e r
D yer T ra n sp o rta tio n /B re w e r
3-D V a r ie ty / B r e w e r
Frien d ly R e sta u ra n t/B re w e r
Papa G a m b in o 's/B re w er
Rainbow Real E sta te /B re w e r
Electrolu x/ B rew er
M aine Coat To w n /B rew er
Subw ay/ B rew er
S tab le Inn & W hitcom b/B rew er
Perkin 's A p p lia n ce /B re w e r
B rew er Lo d g e/B re w er
M in iatu re G o lf/B re w e r
Foreign A u to /O rrin g to n
A Cut A b o v e/O rrin g to n
Je t D in er/O rrin g to n
Ralph B ro w n/O rrin g to n
P ayn e G a rd e n s/O rrin g to n
Economy R e p air/O rrin g to n
Ray Jo h n sto n /O rrin g to n
A nnie B u rb eck/W atkin s Products/O rrington
O rrin g to n C orner Paint & D eco ratin g /O rrin g ton
Z ie g le r Insurance A g en cy/O rrin g to n
Shaw & Te n n ey/O ro n o
P ea ve y M anufacturing/Eddington
Country Crafts/Edd ington
C .A .B . C om p an y/East Eddington
G . & M. V a rie ty / E a s t Holden
G illie 's Truck C ap s/East Holden
P ea k e 's Hill Lodge/East Holden
G . E. M a y n a rd /Ea st Holden
Lucerne Ceram ic Shop/Dedham
Russell's M ill/L a G ra n g e
CMR R e a lty /B a n g o r
Delm ont H art/B an g o r
Rancourt E sta tes/R o ch este r, N.H.

from his own pulp. When Eastern
chose to build its first paper
machine in 1896, papermaking in
South Brewer was here to stay.

WILL HOLD ITS FIRST EVER

j save

$1 .2 5

o ff !
A N Y DRY CLEA N IN G I
ORDER O F $ 6 .9 5
I
O ffe r does not apply to sale items

TEDDY BEAR PICNIC
FRIDAY, MAY 30, 1986
ON

The Hot Lunch Program will provide a bag lunch for those who
regularly eat hot lunch (cost 75*) and the cold lunch children are

Coupon must accompany incoming order

i Gold Star Cleaners !
198 Wilson St., Brewer
Offer Expires May 31, 1986

GINNY'S JEANS
USED CLOTHING
Men, Women Children

CRAFTS
DISHES
GLASSWARE
KN IC K -K N A C K S
BOOKS
COSTUME
JEWELRY
Loca ted at

590 M ain St.
B re w e r, M aine
989- 4 9 6 2

We Buy and Sell

Antiques and Thing-ees • Interesting and Unusual Toys
Trains • Dolls and Child-Related Items
Limoges • Cobalt Blue • Sterling Silver • Furniture
Always Buying Anything Old or Unusual
Doll Restoration and Repair

ANTIQUE CELLAR
484 Wilson Street, Brewer
(The former Northeast Chrysler Building)

Monday - Friday , 11-4
Plenty of Free Parking
Chance or Appointment Sat. & Sun. Call anytime
989- 2 4 1 6

|

PINE HILL GOLF COURSE
Nine Holes
8:00 a.m. till Dark
Mark Hall, Pro
Bob Little, Prop.
989-3824
Brewer Lake Road
Family Oriented Books
Games and More

Inspirational Reading
Come see our selection

Perkins Appliance
C e n te r S tre e t, B rew er

M/C or Visa

989-3714

_________________ __ __________________________________________________
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Fender Bender at Eagles Club
By Charlie Lever
BREWER — Playing to a sell-out
crowd, Freddy Fender received a
standing ovation from members and
guests at the Brewer Eagles Club
on Friday night. Backed by the
local band “ Bootleg,” Freddy kept
the dance floor full with hits like
“ Before the Next Teardrop Falls,”
and “ Wasted Days and Wasted
Nights.”
At the end of his first set, Freddy
faithfully signed autographs for

more than half an hour. One
member of the audience was noted
returning to her seat, hugging her
autographed picture, giggling,
“ You ain’t gonna believe it . . . he
kissed me right on the mouth.”
Later Freddy talked to The
Register backstage. When asked
about his life in country music he
replied, “ When it comes to music,
I’m in my world.” Freddy has been
in the recording business for 30

years.# Sometimes away from his
home in Corpus Christie, Texas,
Freddy went from playing military
bases throughout the world, to the
Grand OT Opry in 1975, and on to
become a major recording star. His
song “ Wasted Days and Wasted
Nights” was first released in 1960
and has sold more than 4 million
copies worldwide.
“ I was a waiter in New
Orleans,” said Freddy, “ but I

spilled ice cream on the customers.
So 1 became a mechanic. I was a
poor mechanic.” So he decided to
do what came naturally, making
music. Freddy also talked about
overcoming a bout with drugs and
alcohol a short while back, and
went on to mention how he may
someday open his ow n restaurant or
maybe go into the boot business
later on in life. But for now Freddy
Fender is touring year 'round and

going strong, and when he talked
about his wife and five children he
admits, “ Maturely speaking, it puts
the beans on the table.”
Dressed in a white sport coat and
black shirt, with a gold medallion
he received at Ceasar's Palace in
Las Vegas and a silver belt buckle
the size of a small billboard, the
49-year-old Fender is at the crest of
his career. He has signed a recor
ding contract with RCA/Spanish to

cut songs in his native language and
hopes his popularity in the United
States will be as strong as it Is in
Europe, Spain and Latin America.
Brushing the tip of his python
boots, his soft brown eyes sparkle
with anticipation. “ I’m at a turning
point in my career. I wrote
“ Wasted Days and Wasted
Nights” when I was in my early
20's. Who knows? 1 may have
another big song inside me.”

Jeff Simon and Connie Brooks doing the Fender Bender.

Joe and Geneva Kalel

Linda French and Max Anderson bumping Fenders.

from left to right: Fred Pollard, Diane Cramm, Joe Kalel, John Cramm.

Pre Grand
Opening Sale

Classified Ads Wanted!!!
10 words for $2.00. Additional words 10c each.
Deadline Friday Noon — Prepaid please.

cBrew€tGLodge

SERVICE, INC.

1895

989-4646

FUN FOR ALL
BREWER KARTLAND

Large Inventory for

• CENTURY CA PS
• RAM CA PS
• SKA M PER CAM PERS

UDrhaTliem

O P EN TILL 10 P .M .
EV ER Y DAY
5 3 8 W ilso n S t r e e t

RESIDENCE/
BUSINESS SYSTEMS
Bed and Breakfast

N e x t to B a n g o r B r e w e r B o w lin g L a n e s

B rew er

• CRICKET CAM PERS

P h o n e 989 - 7 7 1 1

347 North Main Street
Brewer, Maine 04412
1-207-989-3550

10 % OFF List with this ad

LENNY'S
\We Welcome

S T EW A R T 'S

T h e “ B rew er R e g iste r ”

F a c to ry O u t le t

9 8 9 -3 7 5 2

B re w e r M o to r Inn
(next to Twin City Plaza)
Wilson St., Brewer, ME 04412
(207) 989-4476

CH IO U & HUEI LIN
General Manager and Manager

U. R. REDEMPTION CENTER
Loring - Mona Sails

BARBER STYLIST

Cash Plus Green Stamps

• Razor Cuts
84 So. M ain St, B rew er

• Regular Cuts
• Shear Cuts

989-6928

DISCOUNT THRIFT SHOP
202 Penobscot Squ are, B rew er

Around Corner off Old Bridge
New and Used Clothing
30% Off Shirts and Blouses • All Jean Shorts $1.00 Pair
20% Off other items

BREAKFAST AND LOUNGE
R easo n ab le Prices

S to re Hours: 10:00 a.m . - 5 :0 0 p.m .

B usin ess • L e isu re
6 :3 0 - 11 a .m .
1 A C C o rp .

989

4225

Prewire
Installation
Sales
Repair
293 Wilson Si.
B rew er, We. 044 12

CYNDY'S
HOUSECLEANING

on all units in stock

581 W ilso n S t .f B re w e r
M a in e 0 4 4 1 2

TAYLOR TELEPHONE

M erle Norman Cosmetics
98 N. Main Street • Brewer

Call 989115 Wilson St., Brewer

Authorized Dealer

89 -3 8 5 6

Lloyd Libby, president < the
Fraternal Order of the Eagies,
Penobscot Aerie 3177, said “ The
more we can bring in big names,
the more we can raise for chat itics;
that’s what it's all about, people
helping people.” The Eagles Club
will be hosting a state convention
June 20, 21 and 22, donating more
than $12,(XX) to such causes a s the
cancer society and the heart fund.

8 a .m .-6 p.m .

j M onday through S a tu rd a y
151 So. Main St., B rew er

8 6 2 -5 2 0 9
• Clean in g Services
by the Hour or Day
• R eason able R ates
• Serving the
G r e a te r Bangor A re a

I DO WINDOWS!!!

9 8 9 -1 4 3 0

hi

Green

Stam p

WISHING WELL
Lucky D raw in g
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

I N a m e ________________
j Address________________
| City ______________State
I ZIP Code______Phone No.

HUSQVARNA • JONSEREDS

MAINE SAW SALES
Roger Campbell, owner
Skidder and Chain Saw
Accessories - Fire Wood
R.F.D. 1, Box 1761, B re w e r
Tel. 207-989-2429

9 8 9 -7 5 13
The Place for the Custom Face
We Have All Your Beauty Needs:
Cosmetics
Accessories
FREE Skin-Care Consultation
FREE Make-up Consultation
FREE Ear Piercing with purchase of earrings
Wigs — buy 1, get a second for Vz price
/
Gift Items
Mail Orders

___________ Call o r Com e in T o d a y !___________

V IH
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Editorials and Opinions
Pornography: Public Law or Private Shame?

Letters to the Register

By Tory Brotherhood
A referendum on June 10 will of
fer Maine citizens the opportunity
to decide: “ Do you want to make it
a crime to make, sell, give for
value, or otherwise promote
obscene material in Maine.”
It's a “ yes” or “ no” question,
and an interesting one. The issue
itself appears on the surface to be
pretty straightforward: should
obscene material be available in the
State of Maine? But start to think
about it and all sorts of dilemmas
break the surface: how does one
define “ obscene,” how does this
would-be law affect an individual’s
constitutional rights, and what does
a referendum like this really mean?
First of all, let’s assume that
“ obscene” refers to any material
that exploits human sexuality. 1
think everyone would agree, for ex
ample, that “ kiddie porn” falls
within this category. But beyond
the obvious, depending on one’s
criteria, you could term “ obscene”
everything from Hustler to Calvin
Klein fashion ads; from a current
series of “ historical” novels based
on the life of prehistoric man to
rock music lyrics; from television
ads for feminine hygiene products
to “ Beetle Bailey” cartoon strips.
So the First problem is, what is
obscene and who decides?
Secondly, is this something that
should be decided at all? Would in

dividual rights be violated? Who
are we to decide what people can
and cannot buy?
Finally, what does this really
mean? Well, it means that some
people are trying to impose their
beliefs and opinions on other peo
ple, and maybe they shouldn't.
If I were king of the forest. I'd do
the following: first, clarify what’s
obscene. Pornography which hurts
people — women, children, youths
— is obscene. Bad novels — I
hesitate to call them literature —
are, well, bad; publishers should
know better but they don’t care
because the stuff sells. One reason
why I dislike such trash so fiercely
is that it masquerades as legitimate
reading material when it's really
just an excuse to write sexy parts.
The same goes for so-called “ art”
books — photographs of nude
women — where the photographerauthor smears a little vaseline on
his camera lens and plops down ter
rible poetry on the facing page, as if
such tricks make his work
something to be taken seriously.
So I'd differentiate between what
is criminally obscene and what is
distasteful or a sham. Then, instead
of trying to control the latter
category with law enforcement. I'd
go for public education. Start in the
public school system, linking in
struction about pornography with

sex education: talk with kids about
pornography, and tell them that this
garbage is disgusting and only
scum would be interested in it. Get
public service announcements on
radio and television and say to peo
ple, “ It's your right to read
Playboy, but don’t fool yourself
that it’s because of the interviews
and isn't there a better way to spend
your time?” Kiddie and violent
pornography is criminal, but there
are already laws against exploiting
minors and putting women in the
hospital.
I think people already know that
pornography material should be a
source of personal shame: you
shouldn't read it, buy it, or produce
it. Peer pressure is a powerful in
ti uence; just look at today’s
teenagers. I think public opinion is
a lot more effective than law en
forcement which can’t possibly be
ubiquitous. The key is not to tell
people that they can't have access
to pornography; that just drives it
underground, it doesn't get rid of
it. The key is to convince people
that they shouldn’t want por
nography. As long as the demand
exists, someone will supply it. Un
til the demand no longer exists
we're just treading thin constitu
tional ice and fooling ourselves by
trying to control it through State
legislation.

COMMENTARY By Fred Martin
Why not?
According to the 1980 census,
there were 9,010 people living in
Brewer. There were also 3,214
people in Orrington, 2,554 in
Holden ad 1,769 in Eddington.
That'a total of 16,577 people living
in the Brewer area, and Brewer is
the only city of its size in the State
of Maine that has not had a weekly
paper.

For the last century. Brewer has
been overshadowed by the larger
city across the river. As we ap
proach the 21st Century, Brewer
has established its own identity, its
own autonomy. The issues of taxa
tion, the quality of education, the
size of potholes are as relevant to
the citizens of Brewer as they are to
any other small city in the state, or
the nation.

The city has its own form of city
manager governm ent, school
system, police department, fire
department, public works depart
ment, recreation department: its
own library, historical society,
garden and bird club, Kiwanis Club,
business club and dozens of other
clubs and organizations. So, why
shouldn’t Brewer have its own
paper?

There is the matter of pride.
Brewer High School has produced
many fine scholars and athletes that
have gone into the larger world to
make their own contribution. They
were proud of their school and their
city then they are proud of their ci
ty today. In future issues, we want
to tell you who they are, where they
are and what they are doing today.
It should make you proud.

Cookie Logic
What is it about Oreo cookies?
You get back from food shopping,
search through all the bags, pull out
the blue and white package, rip the
cellophane, pull the two dry, crusty
cookies apart and scrape the white
filling off with your teeth. Mmmm
Now think of the Brewer city
budget as a big Oreo cookie. Think
of all the “ sweet” things funded by
the city: money for a swimming
pool, money for a high school
hockey team, soccer team or new
computers. Now think of all the
dry, crusty stuff a budget also pays
for: new sewer lines, street repair,
or closing out the city landfill.
While it’s very tempting to have a
budget with just the sweet, white
filling, without the crusty cookie,
you're left with a pile of soft, gooey
mush.
In his budget message, City
Manager Harold Parks essentially
says that the city can't have its
cookies and eat them too. While
acknowledging the drastic reduc
tions in federal aid the *city
receives, Parks, forced by a man
date to keep property taxes from in
creasing, has submitted a budget
that keeps the sweet stuff but ig
nores what holds the fluff together.
In the budget, little or no money
is set aside for the bare necessities.
For example, the city is legally
bound to establish a closing plan for
its landfill after its trash starts going

Our first issue has been well
received. There have been no
bricks thrown through the big win
dows at 115 Wilson Street and the
lights you see burning late in the
night are not of a poker game rag
ing; they are the lights of a small
young newspaper trying to bring
important issues to you. As well as
human interest stuff, sports and all
of the other material that makes a
community newspaper.
Two young kids worked their
hearts out to bring you these first
two issues and with your support
we will continue to publish an in
formative, spunky newspaper. We
don't have much dough, but we
have a lot of desire.
So, what do you think? Is it time
for Brewer to have its own
newspaper? Drop us a line, we’d be
interested in your opinion.
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Letters should be typed, if possible, and not exceed 250 words. If more
space is needed, consider writing a 400-500 word comm entary. All letters
must be signed and have a phone number where you can be reached to
verify the letter’s authenticity. Anonymous letters will be printed under
special circum stances, so take responsibility for what you write. We reserve
the right to edit all letters for taste and libel.

To The Register
Feelings in Brewer are running
high. Battles lines are being drawn.
Morale is low, citizens are
frustrated, and dialogue is becom
ing impossible. The personal axes
and vendettas must be put aside for
the greater good of all. Perhaps all
sides need to take a deep breath and
start again.
The two givens that must be dealt
with are: 1) loss of revenue shar
ing, and 2) how this loss will affect
the taxpayer. Making snide
remarks and placing the blame on
past city councils and managers
will not solve our problems.
The Brewer Business Council has
many experienced people who
could give great insight into the

problems businesses face. When
they have concerns and voice them
then the council should listen and
try to understand, instead of
becoming defensive.
The elderly on fixed incomes
need our help. Perhaps the entire
property tax system needs to be
restructured. A sliding scale of tax
relief could be developed for those
who prove a need. This deferred
tax could be recovered at the time
property changes ownership.
Details could be studied and solu
tions found, but don’t say it’s im
possible until it has been explored.
Mike Johnson, Chairman of the
School Board, mentioned that in

Massachusetts they have users fees
for athletics. Perhaps this is a con
cept that could be adapted to fit the
needs of our citizens. Instead of
paying users fee, community ser
vice contracts could be developed
between the athletes and the com
munity.
We have The Bus for one more
year.Now is the time to explore
means of making the system more
cost-effective. Challenge those who
need the service to corrje up with
possible solutions. Help them get
started and encourage their efforts.
Instead of getting angry at
‘special interest groups,’ turn their
energy into something positive. If
they present ideas that could keep

the cost down then listen and con
tinue and encourage them to con
tinue to find solutions.
A list of services that are en
dangered could be drawn up. Each
councilor could then be responsible
for meeting with citizens and
department heads to develop
creative alternative funding
sources.
If Brewer’s growth is to be
positive and continue to increase
our quality of life then we must all
work together. Governm ent,
business, education and citizens
need to join hands and pull together
toward a bright creative future.
Barbara Bristow

An Open Letter to our Readers
Thanks for investing 35c in us. We want to
make this publication interesting and infor
mative. People like you and advertisers together
make this newspaper possible. Advertising
revenue helps cover payroll, overhead, and
taxes. Without advertisers, newspapers would
cost an arm and a leg because the newsstand
price barely covers the cost of printing and
distribution.
So. We're not asking you to rush into any of
our advertisers' businesses with your arms flap
ping and your billfold dangling, but we would
appreciate it if you gave them a nod and a wink.
At least they will know you saw their message.
And who knows, they might be encouraged
enough to pay for next week's issue.
On to better topics. We hope to produce one
crackerjack of a paper in the weeks, months and

years to come. Our first issue is only 12 pages,
but as long as you keep plunking down your 35c
and advertisers allow us through their doors, we
will do our best to bring the local news and
events to you in a brisk and comprehensive man
ner. And who knows, one day we may have
enough pages to knock out one of the mosquitoes
strafing the fisherman out in the middle of the
lake trying to assemble his downrigger.
Thanks again for the vote — should say price
— of confidence. We of course welcome your
suggestions, opinions and creative contributions.
Criticisms will be happily accepted on the back
of a postage stamp.
Fred Martin, publisher
P.S. — And if you like us, tell everyone you
meet. If you don’t, tell everyone you meet. We
want to be fair to everyone. Peace at day’s end.

By Douglas Watts

to the PERC incinerator in Orr will have to be paid for entirely by
ington. This plan must follow str Brewer and will undoubtedly be
ingent environmental regulations to much more expensive than the $7.5
prevent the landfill’s contents from million pricetag of the current
contaminating ground water. Ac facility. But these are only two ex
cording to Parks, this close-out amples of basic, rock-bottom city
could cost the city over a million services that are neglected in the
dollars, yet the landfill’s reserve proposed 1987 budget. There are
account stands at about $47,000. many others.
No additional money has been set
Some city councilors have
aside for this inevitable expense in painted the city’s situation simply
the 1987 budget.
as an issue of tax more or tax less,
The city sewer system is another but it’s not that easy. Elimination of
basic system that, while not very federal revenue sharing leaves a
glamorous, is essential to the city. large gap that must be filled. It can
Many of Brewer’s sewer lines are a be done by increasing taxes, cutting
century old. They are steadily services, or expanding the city’s tax
deteriorating and many are cracked base by attracting new industry.
and ready to collapse. Because so ■While attracting industry to locate
much groundwater seeps into the in Brewer will broaden the tax base
sewer lines, the city’s wastewater and reduce the pressure on property
treatment plant processes millions owners, this cannot be done
of gallons of water that does not without making the investment to
need treatment. It gets treated maintain essential services. It
though, and this cost is reflected in makes no sense to fund a planning
the proposed 19 cent increase in and development office to attract
sewer user fees. But despite this new business while ignoring the
and the fact that the city’s roads these businesses must use and
wastew ater treatm ent p lan t’s the pipes and plant they must tie in
estimated 20-year lifespan is more to. It may even come down to rais
than half over, only $20,000 is be ing taxes now to make it possible to
ing budgeted to repair sewer lines reduce them in the future.
and not a cent is being put away for
If the city doesn’t address these
the day when major equipment inevitable expenses now, they will
replacements will have to be made only grow larger and become
at the plant. Federal and state funds harder to swallow; and by burying
carried much of the burden of their heads in fiscal sand, Brewer
building the present plant in 1975. residents could very well see their
That money is gone. The next plant financial cookie crumble.
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An Open Letter to the Advertisers
in our Circulation Area
One of the intents of this newspaper is to offer
effective, inexpensive advertising to you. And
you will determine our fate. As you well know,
it is advertising dollars that will make or break
“Maine’s Youngest Weekly Newspaper.” We
will not be able to approach ad agencies, super
markets or national affiliations until we have
established a track record. Until we “make our
bones,” it will be your ad — the size doesn’t
matter, consistency does — that will keep us on
the street. If you are one of the first advertisers
in our “Inaugural,” thanks. You will hold a
special niche in The B rew er R egister .
Our staff is very small and if we did not
present ourselves to you in time for the first edi
tion, I apologize. Even in the long, soft light of
young spring, there are not enough hours in the

day to accomplish all that could be done. Just be
patient. One of us will visit your business as soon
as possible. And with more frequency than
desired perhaps.
Another intent of this paper is to promote in
dustry, commerce and local government. If you
are expanding your business, increasing your
production or broadening your horizons, call us.
We will offer all the space possible to help you
further your goals and objectives, at “No
Chargghee,” as one of our famous Brewer per
sonalities stated. It is not only our obligation, it
is our responsibility, to print positive news. And
we hope you will have a positive reaction to a
small paper with a lot of moxie. All the best.
Fred Martin, publisher

Simplified 1040
This poem is dedicated
to the Aroostook County
Potato Farmer

The worker stood
at the pearly gates,
His face was worn and old,
He meekly asked the Man of Faith
admission to the fold.
What have you done,
St. Peter asked
To seek admission here?
“ grew taters down on Earth
for many a weary year”
The gates swung sharply open
as St. Peter rang the bell,
“ Come in,” he said
and take a harp,
You've had your share of hell.

Latest Revision for:

1040

Federal
T ax F o rm

1986
07

Department of the Internal Revenue Service

Your Social Secui-ity Number

PART 1 — Incom e
,

1 . H o w m uch m o n ey did
y o u m ak e last y e a r? -----------------
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S end it in --------------------------------------
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